   (1) American philosopher and well known academician Allan Bloom once said, “Education is the movement from darkness into light”.  His words could not be truer in regards to the long standing debate on the subject of the way modern day school calendars are planned- with students attending classes 10 months of the year as opposed to 12. This must absolutely change. Students would benefit far more from a year-round schedule, with a short week off in the summer, rather than taking the entire summer off.

(2)The primary reason for establishing a year round school schedule is that the current school calendar was created when America’s economy was based on agricultural, or farming. Summer breaks were needed so children could help their parents on the farm- when the season called for much of the labor to be done. However, America is no longer a farming society; now, we are extensively urban. According to usacensus.gov, there are currently 1.2 million farms in the Unites States as opposed to 5.1 million in 1945.  Also, today's farming methods don't require much help from children, due to innovations and technology not available to the farming community in 1945. This lower statistic proves that there is absolutely no need whatsoever for students to miss out on education for two months out of the year.

(3) In addition to this, a longer school year with a short summer break ensures students will retain more of what they learned from the previous year. In the article “Teach Not Tan”,  Dr. William Harfsnuffle, professor at Columbia University’s Teacher’s College goes on to say that, “Research has proven that the average American teacher spends 39.8 days in September reviewing and strengthening concepts that have previously been taught”. Not only would a longer school year prevent students from lagging behind because of forgotten knowledge, but it also allows the teachers to spend more time teaching new subjects instead. As the United States is in competition with other parts of the world in regards to education, we absolutely cannot afford to have our children lose out on quality education, simply to “review” old work. The clock is ticking and it’s time to move forward America!

(4) Supporters of a 10 month school calendar say having year-round schools may restrict student involvement which will prevent students from getting summer jobs. They believe a summer job experience might disappear as most employers would be hesitant to hire someone only available for a single week in July, as opposed to the full months of July, August. However, what they need to realize is that a year-round schedule would benefit students on ACT or SAT tests- which should be more of a priority than a job. A consistent academic setting will provide the skills necessary to perform well on such "high stakes" tests. According to the article, “Who Needs Summer Vacation?” by Laura Rickenboker, “In Oxnard, Calif., school districts switched to a year-round school calendar in 1976 and in nine years showed a significant increase of 54% in testing scores. These particular students must attend school throughout the year, but they receive longer breaks and shorter days.” This clearly proves that year round school works! What’s more important, a child’s education or their tan? 

(5) School should be students' #1 priority and nothing should change that. Year-round school schedules, would not only benefit the current students, but also benefit the future of America. By removing this antiquated way of thinking, we can, move “Education from darkness into light”.  
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