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BALLAD OF THE OYSTERMAN
                                                               by: Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-1894)
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T was a tall young oysterman lived by the river-side, 

2. His shop was just upon the bank, his boat was on the tide; 

3. The daughter of a fisherman, that was so straight and slim, 

4. Lived over on the other bank, right opposite to him. 

  

5. It was the pensive oysterman that saw a lovely maid, 

6. Upon a moonlight evening, a-sitting in the shade; 

7. He saw her wave her handkerchief, as much as if to say, 

8. "I'm wide awake, young oysterman, and all the folks away." 

  

9. Then up arose the oysterman, and to himself said he, 

10. "I guess I'll leave the skiff at home, for fear that folks should see; 

11. I read it in a story-book, that, for to kiss his dear, 

12. Leander swam the Hellespont,--and I will swim this here." 

  

13. And he has leaped into the waves, and crossed the shining stream, 

14. And he has clambered up the bank, all in the moonlight gleam; 

15. Oh there were kisses sweet as dew, and words as soft as rain,-- 

16. But they have heard her father's step, and in he leaps again! 

  

17. Out spoke the ancient fisherman,--"Oh, what was that, my daughter?" 

18. "'T was nothing but a pebble, sir, I threw into the water." 

19. "And what is that, pray tell me, love, that paddles off so fast?" 

20. "It's nothing but a porpoise, sir, that's been a-swimming past." 

  

21. Out spoke the ancient fisherman,--"Now bring me my harpoon! 

22. I'll get into my fishing-boat, and fix that fellow soon." 

23. Down fell the pretty innocent, as falls a snow-white lamb, 

24. Her hair drooped round her pallid cheeks, like seaweed on a clam. 

  

25. Alas for those two loving ones! she waked not from her swound, 

26. And he was taken with the cramp, and in the waves was drowned; 

27. But Fate has metamorphosed them, in pity of their woe, 

28. And now they keep an oyster-shop for mermaids down below. 


oysterman- a man who fishes for oysters
bank- a raised area bordering a body of lake, river, or sea

pensive- a sad mood

skiff-a small boat

Leander- a character in Greek mythology that swims to Hellespont nightly to visit Hero and ultimately drowns in one of the crossings
Homework #1: Fill in the plot diagram
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Classwork: Fill in the chart below. 
	WHY SOME MAY SAY YES- THIS POEM IS A STRONG EXAMPLE OF A NARRATIVE!
	WHY SOME MAY SAY NO- THIS POEM IS NOT A STRONG EXAMPLE OF A NARRATIVE!

	
	

	YOUR TURN: Do you think this poem is a good example to show students during a Personal Narrative unit?? Explain



	After today’s conversation, did you change your mind at all? Explain




Homework #2: Research the following in your notebook and come prepared to discuss.:

�





clambered-climbed


porpoise-a sea animal, similar to a dolphin	


harpoon-a spear used for hunting large fish or whales 


metamorphosed-changes into


woe-used to express sadness/grief


pallid-pale 








ANGELA’S ASHES: diphtheria, typhoid, The Potato Famine, Ireland in the 1940s,


Religion in Ireland, nuns





A DAY’S WAIT: Celsius, Fahrenheit 
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